
 
26th July 2010 

From your City Councillor  
News update 
 
The Village Hall 
 
I have put the Village Hall first in the News Update as we are facing a fairly critical situation.  The building we 
currently use as a community centre is owned by Tesco and the twenty year lease expires in March 2012.  We have 
for some time tried to enter into discussions with Tesco’s Property Services, to date this has been unsuccessful.  
Plans were drawn up to extend the hall so that it could more readily meet today’s needs and details sent to Tesco 
hoping it might stimulate some discussion.  We have had some vague messages over time along the lines of their 
policy not to sell land, their preference for short leases and the statement that they will not enter into discussions on 
leasing until the year of expiration occurs. 
 
Not much help at the moment!  The extension of the current hall would cost £250,000 and it would be silly to 
spend this money if we are only to gain another twenty year lease, assuming we could gain a new or extended lease 
in the first place.  We could build a new facility, the Village Hall Association, (which is a company “Limited by 
Guarantee”, and also a registered charity), own the land between the multi use games area and the children’s play 
ground and it is big enough to accommodate a building with facilities some 75% bigger than out current hall.  The 
Committee came to a decision this year that the best way forward was in fact to do this and become masters of our 
own destiny. 
 
Just to give a flavour, this is what it might look like:- 
 



 
 
The Association have the land and some money towards a new build, but, (and there’s always a but!), it needs a lot 
more money.  There is a possibility that we could raise enough funding from the Big Lottery, perhaps the newly 
launched “Investing in Communities” fund, but help is needed.  The Association is looking for someone in the 
community who has some free time to focus on the applications, someone who could apply for, research, 
complete the documentation and submit the application.  Perhaps someone who has recently retired and is 
looking for an interest, or a local resident who would like to be part of the team developing a new 
community facility.  
 
This really is a worthwhile project, something our community needs; we must ensure we have a viable facility to 
enable our Pre-School to continue and the same with the Dance Studio and all the other groups that use the Village 
Hall.  It is the focal point of St Peter’s and we must ensure a sustainable future for all our community activities.  So 
if you think you would like to help, please let me know.  My contact details are in this issue. 
 
Gheluvelt Park 
 
In the last edition of Newslink I set out some information on the Splash Pad in Gheluvelt Park, well by the time 
you read this the park will be fully open with the memorial in place, the new children’s play area and many other 
improvements.  The Mayor of Gheluvelt and four other dignitaries from Belgium will have attended the opening 
ceremony on 14th August with the park full of activities including the Flower, Fruit and Vegetable show that 
featured in Cripplegate last year.  Hopefully it will have been a great day; if you haven’t visited the park recently I 
strongly recommend that you do and take the opportunity to have a coffee in the Pump House too. 
 
The New Bridge 
 
The new bridge at Diglis is something to see, if you haven’t seen it first hand and you have a mental picture of its 
size, then treble it!  It really is big, but very graceful with its towering sweep across the river.  Well worth a walk to 

see for yourselves. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be low level 
lighting and CCTV to ensure 
a safe secure environment 
for those using the bridge 
and walkways.   
 

Lots of work still to do 
on the East bank walk 
ways some tied into the 
ongoing development, 
but with a little 
imagination one can see 
just how pleasant an area 
it is going to be. 
 



If you do decide to do the circuit, the walk from the Diglis 
Bridge around and over the City Centre Bridge, you might 
want to take in Cripplegate Park.  
 
Apart from some beautiful flower beds, such as the one 
featured in the photograph, the fountain has been restored and 
looks great.  Cripplegate has some lovely trees, if you walk 
over to the western gate, just by the underpass, there is a tree 
that flowers in the spring, around mid May I believe, that is 
related to the Foxglove family and is quite unusual it’s origin 
being China.  There are also Tulip Trees! 
 
If you are looking for City Centre tranquillity, it’s a good 
place to go.   
 
Finance 
 
Whilst the City Council’s finances are in good shape after the recent 20% cut in spending and the reserves have 
been restored to the full level recommended by the Audit Commission, we could have tough times ahead, the lull 
before the storm!  The Government’s Public Spending review in October could present us with a whole set of new 
problems.  It goes without saying that our funding from Central Government will be cut, there is no doubt about 
that, the only questions are how deep will the cuts be and over how long a period can they be expected to take 
effect?  Be prepared for some stormy weather as we struggle to deal with the impact of these changes. 
 
Take Pride in Worcester 
 
As I’m sure you all know by now, we launched the Take Pride in Worcester campaign on the 12th July.  This is a 
joint initiative of Worcester City Council, The Worcester News and Visit Worcester, something I have been 
working on for some time; it is about raising the profile of littering, dog fouling and fly posting and tipping as well 
beginning the process of making this kind of antisocial behaviour just completely unacceptable. 
 
This is an extract from an internal document:- The Take Pride in Worcester campaign is really making a 
difference, the Worcester News has given great coverage and no one in Worcester can fail to be aware of the 
campaign’s goal of a cleaner and more pleasant City.  What we need now is to get residents involved, local groups 
perhaps led by their local Councillor, tackling some of the untidy and messy areas in our own parts of the City. 
 
The campaign isn’t just about Operational Services responding to resident complaints, although of course this is a 
big part of what we are doing, it’s about the community doing something about litter and mess in their own areas 
and not just walking by mumbling about it.  It is about littering becoming just socially unacceptable and no longer 
just walking by! 
 
Malcolm’s Team in Operational Services have done a fantastic job since the campaign was launched, dealing with 
grott spots and putting in the extra mile.  Our staff have willingly spoken to the press, had their photos taken, been 
video interviewed, and supported this initiative wholeheartedly.  I spoke to John Wakefield whilst he was cleaning 
the High Street yesterday, he said he was enjoying it and it was good to get some recognition for a job well done 
and he does do his job rather well and is proud of what he achieves. 
 
Please join in. 
 
Regards, 
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