
 
12th October 2011 

From your City Councillor  
News update 
 
Crookbarrow Way 

 
As you may have noticed the path, leading 
down from Deer Avenue to Crookbarrow 
Way, has been completely replaced with a 
much better and safer pathway. 
 
This great improvement came about following 
a complaint received from a resident who fell 
whilst negotiating the old, very steep, path.  I 
made enquires through the County Council 
and was directed to Wychavon District 
Council and with great support 
from Councillor Rob Adams, 
Wychavon  Council undertook 

the work and delivered this new access to Crookbarrow way, which of course is an 
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Delivery of this footway 
was a joint effort and I’d 
like to thank Rob and the 
Officers in Wychavon 
Council for taking up this 
project and delivering it 
before the winter weather 
comes. 
 County Councillor Cairns 
took up the County end of 
this project and I’m grateful 
to him for his support.  A 
good example of cross 
council, team working! 
 



Pedestrian Crossings 
 
As you may have read, the first approach to County Highways regarding the cost of installing two 
Zebra Crossings across St Peter’s Drive, (one between Farne Avenue and Grasshopper Avenue and 
the other at the Norton Road Pedway crossing point), proved to be quite high.  However, having 
given Highways time to review the costs specific to the locations in question, we now have a 
proposition that is likely to be affordable.  
 
The basic costs quoted, (subject to survey), are £22,000 per 
crossing, £44K to deliver the two requested.  Subject to these 
figures remaining fairly constant post survey, it is possible that 
the Parish Council may decide to make County an offer to joint 
fund this project and secure the two crossing that we have 
canvassed for over a considerable number of years. 
 
The history or behaviour of this road is such that it attracts little 
priority when compared to many other roads I the County, so 
without some local contribution to the project to jack it up the list, so to speak, there is little chance 
of any action being taken.  Figures crossed; let’s hope this comes to fruition! 
 
The Village Hall 
 
Things have moved on in a very favourable way, Tesco’s have now offered a new twenty year lease, 
a major step forward from the ten year lease originally offered, leaving us with some discussion on 
the costs to agree a rent.  This is only just in time as the current lease runs out in March 2012! 
 
Once the papers are signed and the agreement is firm, we shall be looking to refurbish the Hall to 
bring it up to more modern standards.  Hopefully we can replace the windows, doors, improve the 
lighting, toilets, kitchen and floor surfaces too. 
 
Matters regarding the management of the Hall have also moved on rather nicely, Worcester 
Community Trust have jointly with the Village Hall Committee, signed a service level agreement to 
manage the day to day operation of the Hall, everything from bookings, cleaning right through to 
maintenance and Health & Safety.  Once this arrangement has bedded down we should expect to see 
a more professional style coming through and the Village Hall Committee will still retain Executive 
control. 
 
See:-  http://www.worcesternortheast.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Worcester-Community-
Trust-Info.pdf 
 
South Worcestershire Development 
 
You may have noticed that my “News Update” in the last issue finished mid sentence, this was due 
to an error printer by the printers who, in fact, missed off a whole page of information on the SWD, 
my apologies for that hopefully this issue will be complete! 
 
By the time this reaches you the two local consultation events will have occurred, St Peter’s Garden 
Centre on the 26th and St Peter’s Baptist Church event on the evening of the 25th October, I hope you 
found time to attend and register your views. 
 



My concern with housing development to the South of St Peter’s is one of scale and that it is likely to 
be motorway fodder, in other words if we are building houses for local people then I don’t believe it 
is good Planning practise to build them adjacent to a motorway junction.  You could say that applied 
when St Peter’s was built and to a degree I would agree, but I believe this is one step further. 
 
Whilst I’m not against development, there has to be some to meet local needs and to meet the growth 
necessary in a County Town, the West of Worcester could take more dwellings and the South a few 
less.  You may not agree, but that’s what consultation is all about. Listening to residents’ views, the 
important thing is that you make you views known and help shape the future. 
 
See:-  http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/ 
 
There are some consultation events in November, they are, however the delivery date of this edition 
may be too late for you to attend any of these:- 
 
 

November Events: 

�  Dines Green, Worcester - Tuesday 1 November – The Green Centre, 2pm – 8pm 

�  Ronkswood – Wednesday 2 November – Salvation Army Hall, 2pm – 8pm 

�  Wychbold - Thursday 3 November – Village Hall, 2pm – 8pm (also covers villages: Upton 

Warren) 

�  Inkberrow – Friday 4 November – Village Hall, 2pm – 8pm (also covers villages: Flyford 

Flavell, Church Lench, Upton Snodsbury) 

�  Abberley – Tuesday 8 November – Village Hall, 2pm – 8pm   

�  Evesham – Wednesday 9 November – Town Hall, 2pm – 8pm (also covers villages: 

Fladbury, Cropthorne, Sedgeberrow)   

�  Tibberton - Thursday 10 November – Village Hall, 2pm – 8pm (also covers villages: 

Crowle, Upton Snodsbury)  

�  South Littleton – Friday 11 November – Scout Hut, 2pm – 8pm (also covers villages: Cleeve 

Prior, North and Middle Littleton, Offenham)   

�  Perdiswell – Tuesday 15 November – Perdiswell Young People’s Leisure Centre, 2pm – 

8pm   

�  Droitwich Spa - Wednesday 16 November – St Andrews Parish Centre, 2pm – 8pm 
 
Or you could register your views on-line. 
 
You will be please to hear that a commitment has been made to use 50% of the New Homes Bonus 
to support improvement work to the roundabouts on the Southern Link Road and there are talks 
going on with regard to the duelling of this road.  The important thing with a new carriageway, if it’s 
built is to ensure it is built to the South of the existing Road, not to the North! 
 
An extract from the South Worcestershire Development Plan relating to the local are is set out 
below.  You have the opportunity to comment if you register at http://swdp-
consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/south_worcestershire_development_plan_po/swdp 



Broomhall Community and Norton Barracks Community (Policy SWDP8/1) 

5.38 

In assessing the development to the south there were some important objectives that would need 
to be fulfilled as part of the master plan. These are: 

·  The Broomhall development must be physically and visually separated from the Norton 
Barracks community by a linear park (minimum width 100m) acting as a biodiversity corridor 
and recreational space which allows direct pedestrian and cycle movements between the two 
communities but not car borne journeys; 

·  To create an environment to attract business investment, including high technology, 
manufacturing, and knowledge based services; 

·  To create a sustainable, balanced mix of uses and distinctive new community at Broomhall 
which is self-sufficient in its local needs; 

·  To ensure that the most important views across the area  of the Malvern Hills from the east 
are not impeded by the new development 

·  To enable appropriate improvements to the A4440 (Crookbarrow Way, Broomhall Way and 
Teme Way) together with associated junction improvements by 2016 which will include two 
pedestrian cycle bridges (east and west); 

·  Reducing car dependency by enabling efficient public transport, walking and cycling 
movements within the development whilst providing two way opportunities for access to 
services within the existing city as well as out to the countryside. 

5.39 

 Although further detailed design work needs to be carried out an initial assessment would 
indicate that the development can be achieved utilising the following boundaries. The western 
boundary of the development will be the River Severn. Close to this boundary is the A38, the 
major north – south route which will give access to the city centre for a rapid transit bus route 
into the city. 

5.40 

The northern boundary will be Broomhall Way and Crookbarrow Way (as far east as the 
railway). Particular thought will need to be given to grade separated pedestrian/ cycle links into 
and out of the city across this busy road both from Broomhall and Norton barracks.  Allowance 
for possible dualling of the carriageway will need to be made on its southern side. 

5.41 

The eastern boundary is physically defined by the Worcester – Oxford railway line and the M5 
motorway. The latter should retain a Significant Gap adjacent to it to retain the rural setting of 
any development. 

5.42 

The southern development boundary would be Broomhall Lane, within a well wooded corridor 
(minimum width 50m) to the north so that the lanes rural aspect remains, and no development 
visually noticeable from Kempsey village.  This will form a Significant Gap (See Policy SWDP 
1) in between Broomhall Lane and the northern limit of Kempsey village to ensure physical 
separation.  



Cherry Orchard School 

I attended my last meeting at Cherry Orchard School, as a Governor, on 3rd October having 
served on the Board of Governors for the past twelve years.  I’ve greatly enjoyed my time 
working with the School and have met some very nice people who have been and are very 
committed to the School’s development and the children’s wellbeing. 

I’ve seen the School grow and develop over the years, the 
accommodation has greatly improved with some substantial 
extensions and new developments, the IT systems and resources 
are second to none, and I was extremely pleased to be present at 
the opening of the hall extension and the new kitchens. 

The extension of the Hall will provide a number of benefits not 
least the provision for more inclusive assembles.  It provides for 
lunch time dining, now the new kitchens are up and working, hot 
food for the children at midday!!  The P.E. teacher is no doubt 
ecstatic  as she has been pleading for a larger hall for years, it’s 
taken a while, but it’s great to see it finally open and in use. 

 

 

 

The Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Roger 
Berry, kindly officiated with the 
opening and jointly with Mr 
Harwood turned the key and 
folded back the doors.  As the 
doors opening the children behind 
came into view and began to sing.  
They did very well and everyone 
present applauded very loudly.  It 
was a good event which literally 
opened new doors at the School! 

 

 

 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Roger Knight 
 

Mr J. Harwood 
Head Teacher 

 

The Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Roger 
Berry, and Head Mr J. Harwood 

 jointly hold the key. 

The hall extension in the background 


